
In Solidarity with Our Hawaiian Brothers and Sisters, and, 
In Honor of the Memory of our Hawaiian Brother (Bruddah Iz) 

Israel Kaʻanoʻi Kamakawiwo’ole (May 20, 1959 - June 26, 1997) 
 

 
 
The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe embraces these powerful and heartfelt words for all indigenous 
peoples who have suffered under the yoke of historic and continued colonial policies and legacies 
 

ꟻACING BACKWARDS I SEE THE PAST 
OUR NATION GAINED, OUR NATION LOST 
OUR SOVEREIGNTY GONE 
OUR LANDS GONE 
ALL TRADED FOR THE PROMISE OF PROGRESS 
WHAT WOULD THEY SAY…. 
WHAT CAN WE SAY? 
FACING FUTURE I SEE HOPE 
HOPE THAT WE WILL SURVIVE 
HOPE THAT WE WILL PROSPER 
HOPE THAT ONCE AGAIN WE WILL REAP THE BLESSINGS OF THIS 
MAGICAL LAND 
FOR WITHOUT HOPE I CANNOT LIVE 
REMEMBER THE PAST BUT DO NOT DWELL THERE 
FACE THE FUTURE WHERE ALL OUR HOPES STAND* 
 
Mahalo! Aho! 
 

*Words quoted from the jacket of Israel Kamakawiwo’ole’s 1993 album titled Facing Future 


